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20%

2%

16%

41%

21%

Business Climate for 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Relative to 2007, how do you see the overall business climate in Ireland 

changing for 2008?

Significant improvement

Some improvement 

No change 

Some disimprovement

Significant disimprovement
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Ireland as a Place to Do Business Now…
Base: All Respondents N=100

On a scale of 1 to 5 (where 1 = very difficult and 5 = very 

supportive) how would you rate Ireland as a place to do 

business now?

1% 18% 45% 29%

Very Difficult Very Supportive

1           2        3           4              5

Average Score: 3.5

Difficult 19% Supportive 36%

7%
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…And as a Place to Do Business in the Future
Base: All Respondents N= 100

And on a scale of 1 to 5 (again where 1 = very difficult and 5 =

very supportive) how would you rate Ireland as a place to do 

business in the future? 

3% 19% 39% 30% 9%

Very Difficult Very Supportive

1           2        3            4              5

Average Score: 3.2

Difficult 22% Supportive 39%
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Projected Increase in Business Activities for 2008
Base: All Respondents N=100

As far as your Irish operations are concerned, in which areas do you see 

an increase in activity in 2008? 

11%

15%

13%

26%

27%

33%

41%Commercial

Public Sector contracts

Industrial/ office

Retail

Residential

Don't know

Other
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Projections for Irish Commercial Property Values in 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Do you think that there will be positive or negative growth in Irish 

commercial property values in 2008?

Negative

46%

Positive

53%
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45%

40%

8%

4%
4%

Positive Growth Predictions for Commercial Property
Base: All Respondents who predict positive growth N= 53

You say that you expect there to be positive growth in Irish commercial 

property values in 2008. By what percentage do you think values will grow?

1 – 3% 

4 – 6%

7 – 9%

9 – 11%

Don't Know
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7%

26%

46%

7%

15%

Negative Growth Predictions for Commercial Property
Base: All Respondents who predict negative growth N= 46

You say that you expect there to be positive growth in Irish commercial 

property values in 2008. By what percentage do you think values will grow?

1 – 3% 

4 – 6%

7 – 9%

9 – 11%

12+
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Projections for Irish Residential Property Values in 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Do you think that there will be positive or negative growth in Irish 

residential property values in 2008?

Negative

75%

Positive

25%
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36%

64%

Positive Growth Predictions for Residential Property
Base: All Respondents who predict positive growth N= 25

You say that you expect there to be positive growth in Irish residential property 

values in 2008. By what percentage do you think values will grow?

1 – 3% 

4 – 6%
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11%

36%

23%

9%

19%

Negative Growth Predictions for Residential Property
Base: All Respondents who predict negative growth N= 75

You say that you expect there to be negative growth in Irish residential property 

values in 2008. By what percentage do you think values will decline?

1 – 3% 

4 – 6%

7 – 9%

9 – 11%

12+
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Constraining Factors for Future Growth in Property Market
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Which of the following do you consider to be the main constraining factors 

for future growth in the Irish property market in 2008?

3%

25%

4%

15%

21%

48%

62%Availability of Finance

Over inflated vendor expectations 

Planning Restrictions

Stamp Duty

Construction Capacity

Other

Don't Know
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Factors Influencing Commercial Property Market
Base: All Respondents N=100

Can you choose the most important factors that will influence the Irish 

commercial property market in 2008?

45%

60%

3%

7%

12%

21%

24%

29%

33%

42%

Attitudes of Banks to lending

Difficulty in raising finance

Interest rate changes 

Demand for investments 

Continued strong national economic

performance

Increased labour costs

Rising rents

National Development Plan 

Continued inward migration

Other
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Factors Influencing Residential Property Market
Base: All Respondents N=100

And can you also choose the most important factor that will influence the 

Irish residential property market in 2008?

16%

35%

1%

1%

2%

6%

7%

8%

10%

14%

Reducing consumer confidence

Interest rate changes

Increased supply of properties 

Rising rents

National economic performance

Reduction in disposable income

Continued inward migration

Increased labour costs 

Demand for investments

Other
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1%

14%

51%

33%

1%

Projected Number of Residential Units Built in 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Less than 40,000

Between 40 -50,000

Between 50- 60,000

Between 60-70,000

Between 70-80,000

How many residential units do you expect to be completed in Ireland in 2008?
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3%

73%

23%

1%

Impact of Stamp Duty Reform on Residential Activity 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Very significant impact

Significant impact

Little impact

No impact

In your opinion, how significant an impact will the stamp duty changes in the 

recent Budget have on residential development activity in 2008?
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11%

10%
2%

22%

23%

32%

Projected Investment in Property for 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Substantially more 

Somewhat more

About the same amount

Somewhat less

Substantially less

Not applicable

In 2008, do you expect to invest more, the same or less in property as an asset 

category than you did in 2007?
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Attitudes Toward Current Property Market Conditions
Base: All Respondents N= 100

25%22%53%

Property will present better 

investment opportunities in 2008 

than equities. 

24%20%56%

Property represents the best 

opportunity for investment in 2008 

(compared to shares or bonds).

13%20%67%
The planning process in Ireland 

hinders investment. 

21%18%61%
Stamp Duty plays a key role in driving 

property investment abroad. 

9%14%87%

There are far better opportunities in 

the overseas property market than in 

the Irish property market. 

5%9%86%

The reduction in interest rates is 

critical to the recovery of the property 

market in 2008

Disagree

Neither agree 

nor disagreeAgree

On what scale do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
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Dublin Docklands Development Model 
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Do you think that the Dublin Docklands Development Authority model 

used in Dublin should be extended to other Urban areas?

No

14%

Yes

72%

Don’t 

Know

14%
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23%

47%

30%

Property Investment Intentions for 2008
Base: All Respondents N= 100

In Ireland

Abroad

Neither

In 2008, would you be more prepared to invest in Property Assets...
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Overseas Property Investment 2008 
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Of the list below, please pick the top five locations for overseas property 

investment in 2008?

India

54%

UK

49%

USA

42%

Poland

42%

China

39%
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Overseas Property Development 2008 
Base: All Respondents N= 100

And of the list below, please pick the top five locations for overseas 

property development in 2008?

China

47%

Poland

45%

UK

42%

India

40%

Northern Ireland

39%
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Green Issues 
Base: All Respondents N= 100

Have green issues moved up the agenda in your business? 

No

18%

Yes

82%
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Impact of Increased Importance of ‘Green Issues’ on Business
Base: All Respondents who feel Green Issue has increased in importance N=82

Which of the following do you consider to be the main constraining factors 

for future growth in the Irish property market in 2008?

2%

21%

26%

29%

33%

41%Has increased cost

Has increased the regulatory burden

Has enhanced your organizations ‘good 

corporate citizen’ goals

No major impact on my business

Has been a vital market differentiator

Other
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Position in Organisation
Base: All Respondents N= 100

8%

5%

6%

8%

35%

25%

13%Partner / Managing Partner

CEO / Managing Director / Owner 

Manager

Director / Manager

Finance Director / Manager

Office Manager

Other

Prefer not to say
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Organisation Type 
Base: All Respondents N=

5%

2%

2%

15%

9%

54%

13%Partnership practice

Irish owned - private company

Irish owned - public company

Subsidiary of overseas company

Semi-state

Government Department

Other
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Industry Type 
Base: All Respondents N= 100

7%

2%

2%

2%

3%

5%

15%

64%Property &construction 

Financial services

Consumer business (including retail)

Technology, media & 

telecommunications

Public sector

Health Care

Natural resources/environmental 

practice

Other
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Thank You

Amárach Research

37 Northumberland Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

Phone: + 353 1 6605506   

Email: michael.mcloughlin@amarach.com

Website: www.amarach.com
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We are Ireland’s largest independent market 
research agency, in business since 1989.

We focus on delivering two key benefits to our 
clients:

1. Consumer Foresight
– using research to say ‘what next’.

2. Business Insight
– using research to make business decisions. 

We provide the full array of market research 
services including:

- Quantitative: face-to-face, telephone, web
- Qualitative: focus groups, in-depths, ethnographic
- Field Only: for international & domestic agencies
- International: through our UK company
Market Research Partners

Register for our free fortnightly ezine 
consumerforesight at: www.amarach.com

Read our daily blog:
www.amarachresearch.blogspot.com

Appendix: About Amárach


